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Do We Need a Building for Worship 
John 4:19-24 

 
Outline 
Today is Groundbreaking Ceremony for our new building addition!  
Let’s take this opportunity to learn about worship buildings in 
Scripture, as well as reflect on New Life’s own history and how we 
arrived at this moment. 
 
Question: Do we need a building for (corporate) worship? 
Answer:  Well, Scripture gives several answers… 
 
1. “You don’t need a building for worship.” 

 Taught implicitly in Genesis in the lives of Abraham & Sarah, 
Isaac, Jacob, etc. 
 

 
 Today, some churches worship outside, or on a beach… or in 

a non-church building, like a living room.  This is the 
beginning of New Life in fact. 

 
 
2. “You do need a building for worship.” 

 This is what is taught just after Genesis, starting with the 
book of Exodus 
 
 
 

 What is that building?  The tabernacle (portable) and then the 
Jerusalem temple (fixed) 

o It was a very specific building.  See Exodus 35-40. 
 
 
 

o It was a very specific and bloody building.  See the 
whole book of Leviticus! 
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3. Jesus arrives.  What does he say about a building for worship? 

 Where is true worship, Jesus?  “Good question, because the 
answer is changing…”  See John 4:19-24.   
 
 
 

 What’s the real temple, Jesus?  See John 2:19-21 
 
 
 

 “The curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom.” (Matthew 27:51) 

 
 
 
 
Why did we invest in this building, at the corner of Easton and 
Jenkintown? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions for Reflection and Application 

1. The tabernacle’s construction was prescribed by God in great 
detail (Exodus 35-40).   

a. If the Bible is God’s Word, why do Christians build 
churches according to their own designs?  What 
passages used in the sermon would help us answer this 
question? 

b. What does the tabernacle have to do with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ? 

2. Do you see investment in a church building similar to 
investment in your own home?  Why or why not? 

 


